
CityofWaltham
Resolution

Whereas..............ThePreambletotheUSConstitutionisthefirstsentenceinourConstitution,aterse,fiftytwowordsentencethat
takestwentysecondstorecite,giveortake,andsetsforth,inapowerfulandthoughtfulorder, thesixassignments

andthepeoplegavetheirgovernmentatthemomentofits inception,
Whereas..............ThePreamble setoutbelow isaforcefulandinspirationalmissionstatementforeveryoneofus,citizensall,and

forourgovernment,viz.
WP oftheUnitedStates,inOrdertoformamoreperfectUnion,establishJustice, insuredomesticETHE EOPLE

Tranquility,provideforthecommondefence sic ,promotethegeneralWelfare,andsecuretheBlessingsofLiberty
andtoourselvesandourPosterity,doordainandestablishthisC fortheUnitedStatesofAmerica,ONSTITUTION

Whereas..............All WalthamofficialsareboundbyoathtosupporttheConstitutionoftheUnitedStates,aswellastheMassachu
andsettsConstitution, itslawsandregulations,aswellastheordinancesandrulesofTheCityofWaltham,

Whereas..............Allmembersofthemilitaryservices,allSenatorsandRepresentativesinCongress,MembersoftheCommonwealth
Legislature,andallexecutive andjudicialOfficers,bothoftheUnitedStatesandoftheCommonwealthofMassa
chusetts, underArticleVIoftheUnitedStatesConstitution,byOathorAffirmation,tosupportanddefendtheCon

andstitution,againstallenemies,foreignanddomestic,
Whereas..............ThePresidentoftheUnitedStatesisboundbyoathoraffirmationtofaithfullyexecutetheOfficeofPresident ofthe

andUnitedStates,and,tothebestofhisAbility,preserve,protectanddefendtheConstitutionoftheUnitedStates,
andWhereas..............All officialmeetingsoftheWalthamCityCouncilareheldwithintheambitofsaidConstitution,

Whereas..............It isofindisputablebenefitandinourbestinteresttoincreaseeverycitizen sawarenessandunderstandingofthe
andUSConstitution,

Whereas..............ThatawarenessandunderstandingwillbeimmeasurablyenhancedbythepublicrecitationofthePreamblebefore
nowthereforethestartofpublicsessions,

BeItResolved.....ThatRule31oftheWalthamCityCouncilRules,settingoutthecouncilsorderofbusinessateveryregular
meeting,beamendedtoprefix,asanewfirstitem,RecitationofthePreambletotheConstitutionoftheUnited
StatesofAmerica,andthatcurrentitems1through10berenumberedtobecomeitems2through11.ThePresident
oftheCouncil,shall,athisdiscretion,leadorappointaleaderororderofleaders,perhapsbycouncilseniorityor
otherorder,toinitiatetherecitation,forthecouncilandmembersofthepublicattending,eitherinunison,orasa
prompt response format.Healso may,athisdiscretion,invitethemembersofcouncilandthepublictostandduring
therecitation.

Respectfullysubmitted

KathleenB.McMenimen,CouncillorAtLarge

Attest Read Adopted
RosarioC.Malone,CMC
CityClerk
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