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The School Committee desires the public to attend and/or witness its meetings so that community members
may become better acquainted with the operations and the programs of our local public schools. All
regular and special meetings shall be open to the public in accordance with applicable laws and
regulation, except that the Committee may conduct executive sessions, when permitted by the
Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.
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*  Public participation is not a discussion, debate, or dialogue between members of the public and
the Committee. Questions regarding specific operational issues may be referred to the
Superintendent for a later response. Questions regarding policy matters may not be answered at
the time but may be the subject of later discussion by the Committee. Members of the public who
desire the Committee to discuss or debate a particular item or issue should request an agenda
item in accordance with applicable policy and/or bylaws of the Committee.

*  Speakers may offer such objective criticisms of the school operations and programs as concern
them, but in public session the Committee will not hear personal complaints against any school
employee or member of the school community. Under most circumstances, administrative
channels are the proper means for disposition of legitimate complaints involving staff members.

*  Improper conduct and remarks will not be allowed. Defamatory or abusive remarks are always
out of order. If a speaker persists in improper conduct or remarks, the Chairperson may



terminate that individual’s privilege of address and exercise such other powers as are available
to the Chairperson, as presiding officer, under the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.




